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resort, but eventually his far-sighted plans went awry and five years 
after he purchased it, Luke’s Hot Pots were once again in the hands of 
John Luke. 

In 1953 Luke deeded his resort to Jay, Clyde and Charles De- 
Graff who made some improvements on the property. Until 1955, when 
it was deeded back to Mr. Luke, the resort was known as the Diamond 
D. Also in 1955 Luke transferred the property to his wife Alada, who 
sold it the following year to Harold Calder and Clifford W. Stubbs. 
Late in 1956 Calder transferred his interest to Stubbs. A year later Mr. 
Stubbs sold the resort to Dr. Willard Draper and Eugene Payne who 
promptly christened it the Mountain Spa. 

Under the ownership of Draper and Payne great changes were 
made. The entire main building was renovated, a brick facade added 
and the roof completely tiled. Landscaping of the property was begun 
in earnest, the dining room was remodeled and new equipment added. 
Roller-skating on the huge dance floor became a popular pastime. A 
small but picturesque hotel was opened and renovated. Horses were 
brought in to create added interest at the resort. 

In spite of the untimely death of Dr. Draper in 1958 the Mountain 
Spa continued to gain interest. Still owned and operated by Payne, 
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An aerial view of the Midway area with the Mt. Spa resort in the foreground. This is 
another of the county’s popular resort spots. 
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it has become a popular spot for banquets, swimming and skating parties 
and future plans call for further expansion. 

Schneitters Hot Pots became The Homestead early in 1952 when 
Ferrin W. Whitaker, his brothers Berlin and Scott and a son-in-law, 
Del Wallengren, moved to Midway from southern California to take 
ownership from the Schneitter family. A complete architectural face- 
lifting gave a new look to the main building. The east wall of the dining 
room was opened with windows looking out over the valley and kitchen 
facilities expanded when a new pantry was added. The lobby and 
fountain were redecorated and a wing furnished to house rest rooms and 
a check-in room for swimmers. 

The old hotel was renovated as was a three-room milk house to the 
south, providing additional space for overnight guests. Since then the 
Ranch House and Farm House have been constructed bringing the total 
number of hotel rooms to 20, 

Swimming, horseback riding, fishing in a stocked pond, shuffleboard 
and other lawn games were made available to visitors. Through con- 
tinual enlarging, planting and landscaping, this new resort becomes a 
drawing card for the county. Chicken and steak dinners are still being 
served and the luster of this vacation spot remains undimmed through 
80 years of resort business in Wasatch County. It is one of Utah's best 
resorts. 


The nationally popular Homestead Resort at Midway 
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An aerial view of the Midway area with the Mt. Spa resort in the foreground. This is 
another of the county's popular resort spots. 


